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Senators, according to the associated press, on July 16, 2003, 89 year old George Russel Weller 

from Los Angeles drove his car into an outdoor market. In the process, he killed 10 people while 

wounding 70. Mr. Weller could have received up to 18 years in prison.  

Instead, he received probation because the judge thought he would be a burden on prison 

authorities and most likely die during his sentence. This is just one of the many examples of 

seniors causing chaos behind the wheel.  

This is why we must affirm this piece of legislation and make sure that seniors are fully capable 

of driving before another tragic accident occurs. First of all, many seniors are mentally and 

physically incapable of completing such a complex task as driving.  

According to the National traffic safety administration, seniors over 85 are 4 times more likely to 

have car accidents than someone 30-59 years old. The only group more dangerous on the road is 

teenagers. Teenagers, however, will become better drivers as they age.  

For seniors, it’s the exact opposite. As a senior gets older, their mind and body will start to 

deteriorate. According to a study by Florida's Department of Highway Safety and Motor 

Vehicles, more than 20% of the state's seniors over 85 suffer from dementia. Someone suffering 

from dementia is 7.6 times more likely to have a car accident.  

Seniors are, in many cases, physically and mentally unfit to drive and therefore, it is imperative 

that we affirm this piece of legislation. 



Second of all, it is imperative that we pass this resolution now because within the next 10 to 20 

years, the baby boomer generation will be seniors as well.  

Studies predict that by 2030, 1 in every 5 drivers will be over 65. It has been proven time and 

again that seniors are dangerous on the road. If we delay the passing of this resolution, accidents 

will skyrocket and the roads will be far more deadly. 

This looming crisis easily proves how important it is to pass this legislation now rather than later.  

Lastly, this resolution will be completely fair to seniors who are capable of driving. Although the 

resolution states that seniors will have to take a retest when renewing their license, it says 

nothing about not allowing capable seniors on the road. This piece of legislation will only affect 

seniors who are a danger to themselves and others.   

Seeing how this resolution will ensure the safety of seniors, pedestrians, and other drivers, there 

is no valid reason why this piece of legislation should not pass. Therefore, I strongly urge you to 

support this resolution.  

	  


