
I would love to tell my daughter, Meghan’s story is about age dissociation, she was told 
“that it couldn’t possibly be cancer your only 21”, six months later she was gone.   
 
Meghan’s story 
My future was bright. I was a happy Rutgers senior, finishing up with college, hanging 
out with my sorority sisters, roommates, & my brother. I was looking forward to my 
college graduation & starting Rutgers Graduate School of Education in September. That’s 
when our nightmare began.  The end of February, they found a growth in Meghan’s left 
ovary. In March, we went to see a gynecological oncologist, who thought that since 
Meghan was only 21, it probably was not cancer. The recovery time for the debunking 
surgery would be 6 weeks; there was no way she could have the operation & get back to 
Rutgers to take finals & graduate. The doctor said that 3 weeks would not make a 
difference, so he gave Meghan 3 weeks to finish up school & take all her finals so that 
she would be able to graduate. Surgery was scheduled for 4/23/07. She finished school in 
2 ½ weeks with a 3.7 GPA. A few days before the surgery we got the results of some 
blood tests & found out that Meghan had ovarian cancer. On 5/17/07, Meghan’s wish 
came true, she was able to walk to the podium, in a great deal of pain, to receive her 
diploma. Meghan spent most of her last 6 months in Sloan-Kettering hospital. Meghan 
passed away on 10/22/07, 1 day short of 6 months from her 1st surgery; she was 22 years 
old. Her life had just begun. Her family & friends were at her side as my angel went to 
heaven.  Right before Meghan passed away, she was preparing to go to colleges & speak 
at sororities about ovarian cancer. Now that she is gone her family & friends are doing 
that for her.  
For an in-depth version of Meghan’s journal – visit caringbridge.org, site name  
meghanmcgrady, password meghan801. 
 
I only hope that we are doing what Meghan wanted. 
Cheryl McGrady on behalf of: 
Meghan Patricia McGrady,  
August 1, 1985 – October 22, 2007  
 


